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Dear friends of DanceSport,

This year 2015 has been, again, a year plenty of important
decisions which will, for sure, impact the future of our Federation.

As I mentioned on my last report, on 2014 and during the
Annual General Meeting, it was decided to start with Continental
Federations. The European Federation, “DanceSport Europe” ,
was officially established, as you know, during the German Open
Championship in 2014.

During the 2015 Annual General Meeting in Granada, they
organised the first official meeting and the new Presidium was
elected with Luis Vano, from Spain, as President.

Also a very important decision was made in Granada: the
acceptance of the new WDSF Code of Ethics. This was a step
forward for our federation.

We received some months ago a congratulation letter from the
President of the IOC, Thomas Bach, with the following words:

“Allow me to thank you regarding the WDSF Code of Ethics and
the elections for your Ethics Committee. Through Olympic Agenda
2020, the International Olympic Committee has emphasized the
need to strengthen ethics and we appreciate your follow-up. Your
positive approach is clearly shown in the formation of your Code of
Ethics which will further strengthen your drive for transparency,
good governance and accountability.

We appreciate the strong partnership we share with you and
remain open to discuss any subjects with you.

Yours sincerely”

This is a very positive answer to our big effort to have the Code
of Ethics implemented into our federation.

One more important decision was the creation of the new
Adjudicating system 2.1 for all Grand Slam events and World
Championships.

And also, one very positive step forward during the Granada
AGM was the acceptance by the members of the amendment of
the Competitions Rules in order to implement detailed Rules for
the disciplines summarised as “Artistic DanceSport” , Caribbean
DanceSport, Folkloric DanceSport, Performing, Stage and

Theatre Dances, Smooth Dance and Urban DanceSport. And these
new Rules were accepted and have started on June 2015.

This is a very important step forward in our WDSF, because we
will have all “Other Dances” included into our federation.

We are trying to find the right partners for our next World
DanceSport Games and we are quite confident that the next
edition will take place in 2016 at the latest.

Let me also mention here, that during the last Masters Games
in Nice, we had a very high participation of Japanese athletes.
They showed a very high quality of dancing and wonderful
performances and I can say that these athletes reached very high
results.

Thank you for sending these athletes to Nice.

I hope that the DanceSport in Japan can become more important
in the future and that the work that you are doing at this moment,
promoting our DanceSport on the young people, will see a positive
result very soon.

Also the Professional Division is becoming every time more
important for us in Japan, and we still wait that the Professional
athletes in Japan will be, very soon, the most important value for
our Professional Division.

Let me wish to all of you a Happy New Year 2016 and that the
next year will bring to all of us luck and prosperity.
Best regards,

Carlos Freitag
WDSF President
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