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Dear Friends of DanceSport!

I appreciate to be given the opportunity to address all of
you at the turn of the year, a time when we look back at
the past as well as ahead towards the future.

First, I would like to express my sincere condolences on
the passing of His Imperial Highness Prince Takahito of
Japan, the Prince Mikasa, on 27 October 2016. For nearly
four decades, Prince Mikasa was the Honorary President of
the All Japan DanceSport Championships and a supporter
of your organization. I share your grief over his loss and
hope that you find solace in his memory.

2016 was an eventful year. Major changes affected the
World DanceSport Federation (WDSF) from January
already, when our long-time President Carlos Freitag had
to step down from office due to health reasons, and when
the Presidium had to reshuffle as a consequence. While I
had assumed the responsibilities as WDSF President from
day one, I insisted to have the General Meeting elect all
the new charges in June for a one-year term. This gave
our Member Bodies the opportunity to formally approve a
specific programme that I had submitted to them earlier.
Bringing DanceSport to the next level would be the best
way to describe the overall goal of this programme, which
addressed a list of specific measures to be implemented
in the short, mid and long term. Relocating our Swiss
headquarters from Lucerne back to the Olympic
Capital Lausanne, hiring a Chief Executive Officer and
professionalizing the structure and operation of WDSF
further were just some of them. And in the more distant
future was the most elusive of all goals: that of getting
DanceSport onto the official programme of the Olympic
Games.

As I am writing this message to you in mid-December,
WDSF has just been informed by the International
Olympic Committee that its discipline Breakdance will be
included in the Buenos Aires 2018 Youth Olympic Games
(2018 YOG) with three medal events. Many things come to
mind as these news start sinking in!

I doubt whether all of this would have been possible
without the experience that WDSF had gained through the
campaign to get Latin and Standard onto the programme
of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. The Japan DanceSport
Federation (JDSF) was a formidable ally in our efforts to
convince the Tokyo Organizing Committee of the value
that DanceSport could bring to the Olympic Games.

Over the first six months of 2015 JDSF was the spearhead
of all-out campaigning in Japan: it organized the press
conference in March and it helped WDSF compile the
official bid for submission in June. Even if DanceSport
failed on that occasion, that our dream has now come true
is your merit too. For this I am very grateful to JDSF
already.

With a view to the future - and particularly to the YOG
2018 - I encourage JDSF to embrace all DanceSport
disciplines. When the news of Breakdance making it to
Buenos Aires broke around the world, they did together
with other news of a young Japanese B-Boy winning first
place in an important international competition in Nagoya.
That much for looking back and ahead at a very special

time for all of us. I wish all of you
&.‘
: G

A Happy New Year

Lukas Hinder
WDSF President
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